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Pickaway to Garden 

O Canada 

 

By Paul Hang 

I like to hear this anthem of our neighbors to the North. But oh Canada I wish you had kept 

certain emigrants on your side of the border. Canada thistle, and some would include their geese, 

but not me, is the bane of my existence as a gardener. As in some hideous horror movie, when 

you kill or wound one of these aliens two or more replace them. 

Of course no plant, or bird for that matter, has any respect for political borders and no wall can 

be erected high enough to keep them out. OK, reality check, I know they are not from Canada. 

It’s just their name. American Canada thistle, and geese, are not Canadian. They are American. 

What’s in a name? A Canada thistle by any other name should still be beat. 

My most successful crop is undoubtedly this damned weed. Without any effort on my part, quite 

the contrary, it thrives in my flower beds. I pull them, spray them and cut them down and every 

year a new bumper crop appears. I have not allowed a one to go to seed for years. Yet, here they 

are again. Like dandelions, if a piece of root remains, they will sprout up again. They put 

resurrection lilies to shame. 

I will continue to pull, chop and spray them. After all gardening is a process not a result. But this 

is a process I could do without. The best advice seems to be to keep at it all summer and let them 

grow into the fall (Never Let Them Go To Seed!) then spray them with an herbicide (Follow the 

label). After exhausting them, and me, they will try to store energy to tide them over for the 

winter. The herbicide will keep them from hibernating with a full stomach. Come spring they 

will be gone. That’s the theory. 

June 13
th

 the OSU Extension MGVs will hold their sixth annual Founders Day Celebration. It’s 

free and the public is invited. The program begins at 7pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, Noecker 

Hall on E. Mound St. Circleville. Chris Kline, founder of Butterfly Ridge Butterfly Conservation 

Center will present “Landscaping for Life: Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden.” 

Things to do in the garden: 

The gardening season is well under way and we can be overwhelmed with all there is to do. Take 

the time to enjoy this leafy month. Gardening is a process to be enjoyed. 

First, if you haven’t started a garden it is not too late. When choosing plants, choose strong 

vigorous green ones. Avoid the yellowish leggy specimens. Plants of tomato, peppers, eggplant 

are the best bet for early June planting. 



Some plants that can be planted from seed in early June are: green beans (successive plantings to 

mid-June can extend the harvest), beets, carrots, Swiss chard, corn (depending on the variety), 

cucumber, lettuce, lima beans, muskmelon, winter and summer squash. 

To avoid the wilting of cucumber and melon vines cover the new plants with row cover material 

until the plants flower. Then remove the cover so that the pollinators can do their work. Mulch 

vegetables in mid-month after the soil has warmed up. At the same time you can fertilize all 

vegetables, corn two times, this month. 

Weed and thin planted crops. Crowding plants more than is recommended usually results in all 

the plants doing poorly. Water deeply (not a little each day) one inch per week all summer. It is 

best to apply the water to the base of the plants rather than on the foliage. If you must use a 

sprinkler, water very early in the day so the foliage can dry before nightfall. Wet foliage 

overnight can encourage fungal diseases to develop. 

Remove seed heads from perennials. Don’t allow fancy hybrids to ripen and self-sow as their 

offspring will not come true. Dead head flowers for more blooms. Iris can be divided and 

replanted after blooming. You can pinch back mums for bushier growth once they are 4 to 6 

inches tall. Continue to pinch back until mid-July. 

If your daffodils didn’t bloom well it could be because they are now growing in the shade of 

trees or shrubs which were small when the bulbs were planted. Or perhaps the daffodils are too 

crowded. Once the foliage turns yellow you can dig up the bulbs and divide and/or move them. 

Fruit trees often shed small fruits in early summer called June Drop. Thin apples to one per 

cluster and one fruit every four to eight inches. This will cause bigger fruit. Pick up all fallen 

fruit whether caused by nature or man. Only compost fallen fruit if you have a “hot” heap. 

Otherwise dispose of the diseased fruit in the trash. 

If you notice a “volunteer” tomato plant germinating in your garden resist the temptation to let it 

grow. You can’t be sure what variety it is. Yank it out or transplant it. Good gardeners, like good 

farmers, rotate their crops. By allowing a volunteer to grow in last year’s tomato area you are 

allowing disease to accumulate in that spot. Mulch under tomatoes keeps the soil from splashing 

up on the fruits, during those occasional downpours. Soil on the fruits promotes disease. If you 

don’t stake, trellis or cage your tomatoes and just let them sprawl on the ground, mulch will keep 

the fruit off the bare ground. Mulch keeps the ground from drying out and suppresses weeds. It 

also moderates the soil temperature. Several layers of newspaper topped with organic mulch, 

leaves, untreated grass clippings, coarse compost, shredded bark etc. should do the trick. 

The Master Gardener Volunteers Helpline is open for your gardening questions. Call 474-7534 

with your question or go to www.Pickaway.osu.edu, click on "Ask an expert." Master Gardener 

Volunteers will get back to you with answers to your questions. Try to provide as much 

information as you can. 

June sometimes begins our droughty summers. Water your roses well but hold off on the 

geraniums. They will bloom best when kept somewhat dry. Newly planted trees and bushes 



should be watered well each week if the weather remains dry. Give them a good soaking. Don’t 

give them a booster feeding of fertilizer this year. Force those young roots to search for food by 

stretching out into the soil. 

May 2018 

Pickaway to Garden 

At  Last 

By Paul Hang 

Do you know the song “At Last”? You know, the one that says, ”At last my love has come 

along.” Whether you prefer the Glenn Miller, the Etta James or the Beyonce’ version, there is 

another verse that seems appropriate to the times, “At last the skies above are blue. My heart was 

wrapped in clover….” I am going out on a limb and predict that May will bring with it warmer 

weather, at last. The last day of April brought frost. 

 This has been a stormy spring. Cold, snow, wind, and lots of rain have kept me out of the 

garden. I am way behind on pruning, soil preparation and planting. I have been planting indoors 

instead. I can plant out the hardier plants I have started indoors. Once the less hardy have grown 

a little larger I can finish acclimating them to the outdoors before planting them for good. 

The month of May seems more of a destination than a station on the way, like March and April. 

At last, warm days, sun, greenery, birds, and time for outside activities have arrived. The buds 

and blossoms were begun as far back as early summer. The sprouting seeds were ripened last 

fall. They lay in wait for the right conditions. Perennial plants, trees and shrubs send out their 

leaves at last. As soon as the trees leaf out the memory of their stark bare branches is gone. What 

did they look like? I can't remember. 

Spring fever, lilac blooms and apple blossoms, wildflowers, time to plant, to prune, pull the 

weeds; all these activities are vying for our time. Fishing and golf also compete but not if you 

garden seriously. There just isn't enough time. In all the rush take the time to enjoy what's going 

on around you in nature. The drone of mowers is heard across the land but I don’t count that. 

Polly Nader, an acquaintance, stopped by with a bee in her bonnet. It seems she has noticed that 

this is a particularly good year for dandelions and she was determined to put a stop to it. She 

even thought the city should spray the parks. I reminded her that dandelions are a good source of 

pollen early in the year for all of our pollinators and a source of greens for some of our 

population. A little tolerance for what is actually a nice looking flower is called for. In my front 

lawn I spot treat an excess of “weeds” and less so in the back. She calmed down and so spared 

me the urge to tell her to buzz off. 

Starting last month the 2
nd

 Thursday Reality Gardening with PCMGV (Pickaway County Master 

Gardener Volunteers) began. Once a month on the second Thursday from 4pm-6pm Master 

Gardener Volunteers will be available at the Pickaway County District Library for questions. 

Each month we will also provide information on a topic relevant to that month. Stop by with 

your gardening concerns. This month it is May 10
th

. 



On May 19th 9am to 1pm the OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs), Pickaway 

County, will hold our annual Plant Sale at the library parking lot on N. Court St. It is a good 

opportunity to purchase some varieties of plants not always available commercially. 

June 13
th

 the OSU Extension MGVs, will hold their sixth annual Founders Day Celebration. It’s 

free and the public is invited. The program begins at 7pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, Noecker 

Hall on E. Mound St. Circleville. Chris Kline, founder of Butterfly Ridge Butterfly Conservation 

Center will present “Landscaping for Life: Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden.” 

Our Helpline can be reached by calling the OSU Extension Office at 740-474-7534. A local 

master gardener volunteer will get back to you. 

Things to do in the garden: 

If you haven't already, this month you can direct-seed corn, beans, potatoes, melons, cucumbers 

and squash. Those last three are usually planted in "hills" in groups of three or four plants. Place 

cheesecloth or row cover cloth over them until they are lifted up by the growing vines. With any 

luck you will have prevented the cucumber beetles from invading the plants. 

You can set out tomato, pepper and eggplant plants if the soil is warm (60 degrees). There is still 

a chance of frost but as we go through the month the chances become less and less. Be prepared 

to cover those tender plants if frost threatens. Don't be tempted to over fertilize tomatoes, extra 

nitrogen will delay ripening and produce more vine than fruit. Remember tomatoes can be 

planted deep in trenches with the top few branches of leaves above ground. Roots will form 

along the buried stem. If you stake your tomatoes put the stakes in before you plant to avoid 

damaging those new tender roots. 

Harden off the houseplants you plan to put outside for the summer. A period of transitioning to 

the new environment will help assure their health and vigor. You can divide and move 

perennials. As the soil warms (50 degrees) you can plant summer-flowering bulbs such as 

caladiums, cannas, dahlias, and gladioluses. Some start them earlier indoors to get a head start. 

You can begin spraying roses for black spot following the directions on the product. 

April 2018 

 

PICKAWAY TO GARDEN 

Wrong! 

 

By Paul Hang 

Remember those sunny relatively warm days early last month? No? It does seem long ago so I’ll 

forgive you. We were all commenting how great it was that winter was over and spring was 

surely here. Wrong! We exhibited that all too human tendency to believe something simply 

because we wish it were true. I was premature in chronicling the signs of spring. Spring weather 

has been coming early the past few years but not this year. True, daffodils are blooming, kind of. 

Some trees are showing buds swelling and breaking. However, most trees still look bare and 



wintry, not at all like they will leaf out soon. Evidently what I thought was Mother Nature 

awakening was her just rolling over to catch a few more winks. 

There is good news for us procrastinators. Postponing some spring cleanup chores is beneficial 

for native pollinators and all kinds of critters. If you want butterflies to visit your yard don’t cut 

back perennials and ornamental grasses until they start to green up. The eggs and larvae of 

butterflies and moths are still attached to the stems. Those and overwintering insects can be hard 

to see and inadvertently destroying them is all too easy. If you must cut back the stems of 

perennials (you did leave them over winter didn’t you?), store them until the weather warms or 

place them loosely on the compost pile. Check out https://savvygardening.com/spring-garden-

clean-done-right. 

This is my 100
th

 column. How time flies! You can read prior columns at 

pickawaygardener.blogspot.com 

The following are some hints and resources: Read the labels of purchased plants and the 

instructions on seed packets for site recommendations (Right Plant in the Right Place) and 

planting instructions. Have a question? Check with the OSU Extension Service. The Helpline 

can be reached at 740-474-7534 or www.pickaway.osu.edu where there is a link to “Ask an 

Expert.” 

To find out how much warmth it takes to bring on the bloom of certain plants you can go to 

www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/gdd. Sites to search for gardening information for Ohio and 

surrounding states are: www.ohioline.edu.osu, (Michigan) www.migarden.msu.edu, (Kentucky) 

www.uky.edu/hort, (Pennsylvania) www.extension.psu.edu, (Indiana) 

www.extension.purdue.edu, (West Virginia) www.ext.wvu.edu. If you use “You Tube” make 

sure the video you’re watching is coming from a university. Go to the Buckeye Yard and Garden 

Line at http//bygl.osu.edu. There, local state experts discuss gardening issues which are in the 

form of a newsletter. You can even choose to have it emailed to you. 

Dr. Bob Liggett, champion giant pumpkin grower, says to start your giants indoors on or about 

April 20
th 

depending on the weather forecast. If colder, start later. If warmer, start earlier. They 

germinate the seeds at 85 to 90 degrees. It takes 3 to 4 days and then in a week, depending on the 

weather, they acclimate the plants before planting outdoors. 

April 10
th

 is Ralph C. Starkey Community Action Day. One of the activities will be held at Mary 

Virginia Crites Hannan Park at 9am. Volunteers will work to remove as many invasive plant 

species growing in the woods as we can. Come join students from Ohio Christian University, 

local high schools and others. Bring loppers and pruning saws if you have them. 

Things to do in the garden: 

Time spent on your lawn now will benefit it the rest of the year. Fertilize lightly. The time to re-

seed is when night time temps consistently reach 50 degrees and above. This is also the time to 

aerate lawns. To prevent crabgrass a good target event for applying a pre-emergent herbicide 

(but not if you plan to seed) is when the first bloom appears on Bradford Callery pear. When 

http://www.pickaway.osu.edu/
http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/gdd
http://www.ohioline.edu.osu/
http://www.migarden.msu.edu/
http://www.uky.edu/hort
http://www.extension.psu.edu/
http://www.extension.purdue.edu/
http://www.ext.wvu.edu/


common lilac or Ohio buckeye begins to bloom it is too late for a pre-emergent herbicide to be 

effective and too early for a post-emergent. Leave clippings on the lawn. Their nitrogen content 

is high and will reduce the need to fertilize. Mowing height of at least three inches will retard the 

growth of crab grass and other weeds. 

Unless you are prepared to cover plants in case of frost, don’t put out those tender plants such as 

tomatoes and peppers until mid-May or later when the soil warms up. The average last frost date 

is now April 23rd. There is a 50/50 chance of frost then and the chance decreases about 10% per 

week after that. Spring flowering bulbs should be fertilized after they bloom. Remember to leave 

the leaves of bulbs until they yellow. Brown is better. Also prune spring blooming shrubs after 

they bloom. 

If April brings its overhyped showers don’t work the soil if it is too wet. Wait until it dries out a 

bit. If it seems wet enough to make a clay pot, wait. Squeeze a ball of earth about the size of a 

golf ball and let it drop from waist high, if it breaks apart it’s ready to be worked. Don’t apply 

mulch until May. Allow the soil to warm. 

Cut back your ornamental grasses to six inches. Cut back your butterfly bushes (buddleia) to a 

foot or two and apply a balanced fertilizer. Now is the time to prune roses. Depending on the 

variety, you may prune back to a foot in height. Cut off those bagworms from shrubs and trees. 

Do it now before the worms hatch out (shortly after the Snowmound Spirea blooms). Dispose of 

the bags in the trash or bury them. One bag left equals a hundred plus new bags that won’t show 

themselves until this fall. 

Tomato and pepper seeds should be started indoors. The seedlings should be moved from the 

cells after 4 weeks into larger pots. Move into the garden only after hardening them off and the 

danger of frost is past. As usual make sure you water in the transplants. When you water, water 

deeply (top six inches wet) and water the base of the plant not the foliage. Water when the plants 

need it, not every day. Most plants require 1 to 1 and a half inches of water per week. 

March 2018 

PICKAWAY TO GARDEN 

The Awakening 
 

By Paul Hang 

It’s not alarming, quite the opposite. Nature is awakening.  All the signs are there, or here. 

Something is stirring. Underground the sap is flowing, roots and bulbs are sprouting. The pulse is 

beating stronger. That miraculous chemical green chlorophyll is coursing through sprouts and 

stems. Unlike the events specified on our clocks and calendars, Nature’s are not as predictable 

even if no less precise. I am often asked, and foolishly answer, when should I start seeds, plant 

tomatoes, prune my lilacs etc.? The answers of course depend on conditions not on a date. 

The signs of awakening are snowdrops blooming, other spring bulbs poking up through the 

mulch or blooming. Skunk cabbage appearing in those wet areas, willows and maples showing a 

blush of color, buds swelling, these are all signs that the awakening is here. By the time you read 



this the world may seem like it is wide awake. Let’s face it, March is unpredictable and we like 

predictable. We like to be in control but often we simply feel that we are. We cannot make a 

blade of grass or a tomato. Only a seed can do that. 

We can plant a seed. Then, like a good cook who doesn’t need a recipe, nature provides a little 

light, a little warmth, stir in a little water, a pinch of nutrients, and a plant appears seemingly out 

of nowhere. For those of us who like a little predictability there is hope. It seems plants, and 

insects, behave according to accumulated heat. Something called growing degree days (gdd) is a 

measure of the amount of heat the earth, at any one location, absorbs and accumulates when the 

temperature is over 50 degrees. As an example, Silver Maples first bloom at 34 degree days and 

full bloom at 42. Red Maples first bloom at 54 ggd. As I write this the gdd is 31 and the 

temperature is 52 degrees. I predict that Silver Maples around me will begin to bloom today! 

Scientists have also correlated the hatching of insects with gdd. Thus we know when Bradford 

Callery pear first blooms (gdd 142) the European Sawfly eggs hatch (gdd 144). We also know 

that when those much rightfully maligned Bradford Pears bloom it is time to put down pre-

emergents because crabgrass won’t be far behind. The science of this is called phenology, the 

correlation of natural events with one another. Here in Ohio you can access the Phenology  

calendar at www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/ggd/CalendarView.asp. Plug in your zip code and the 

information is there. 

As science advances so does predictability and to some extent our control. We see the signs of 

spring and predict that certain events will occur. Sure, the days grow longer, the temperature  

warms,  but we can’t stop them, slow them down or speed them up. Global warming may seem 

like an exception to this but I would argue it is more an example of us being out of control. Our 

control is limited. That is also an awakening. 

Things to do in the garden:  

If you feed the birds don’t stop now. March and April are the toughest months for them. Food is 

scarce. New fruits, insects and seeds are a long way off and the old ones have been eaten. March 

is also time to clean out bird houses and ready for the nesting season. Begin fertilizing 

houseplants with a weak solution. Now is a good time to propagate houseplants. March is not too 

late to try winter sowing. What is winter sowing? Google “winter sowing” for more information. 

Have your soil tested. Materials and directions are available at the OSU Extension Office. 

The last average frost date here in zone 6 is April 23
rd

. A number of seeds should be started this 

month. Check your seed packet for the number of days for germination and count back from the 

date you want to set out your plants. The last average frost date means there is a fifty-fifty 

chance of frost on that date. That’s the same odds as flipping a coin. A word to the wise, don’t 

set out your plants too early unless you are prepared to protect them should the odds work 

against you. 

Start your seeds indoors for hardy plants (cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels' sprouts, 

onions, garlic, leeks, and shallots) if you haven’t already. You can set them out later in the month 

weather permitting. Most flower seeds, annuals or perennials, can also be started. Wait till later 

http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/ggd/CalendarView.asp


in the month to start the half-hearty plants like tomatoes, peppers, eggplant unless you are 

prepared to transplant to a larger container.  Always check the seed envelope for planting 

information. Once the soil can be worked (see below) plant lettuce, spinach, kale, peas, beets, 

carrots, chard, collards and radish seeds directly into the soil. Onion sets and potatoes can be 

planted directly into the soil. 

Rake the lawn to remove the twigs, leaves, and other winter detritus. Dig out those biennial 

weeds before they get established. Now is a good time to plant trees and shrubs and bare root 

roses. The earlier you transplant perennials the better they will do. When is the soil ready to be 

worked? Soil that sticks to your spade is too wet to work and will be compacted. Make a ball of 

soil and drop it. If it crumbles it is ready to work.  

Before those buds break spray fruit trees with dormant oil. Read the directions. Prune damaged 

diseased and dead limbs. Also, prune those limbs that grow inward, suckers and water sprouts. 

Do not remove more than a third of the tree. Prune deciduous trees and shrubs that bloom in the 

summer. Prune spring flowering trees and shrubs after they bloom. Prune raspberry canes and 

grapevines and fall flowering clematis. 

If you cut back perennials and ornamental grasses (Tying up the grasses before cutting them 

back to about six inches saves a lot of clean up), don’t throw them in the trash or onto the 

compost pile. Store them until we have a few warm days to give overwintering insects a chance 

to emerge. Pull back mulch from around perennials on warm days but be prepared to cover them 

back up if a hard freeze threatens. 

Late March and April is the time to apply a pre-emergent to the lawn to prevent crabgrass. The 

best indicator for this is the first bloom of Callery Pear. But be forewarned, most pre-emergents 

prevent seeds from sprouting. There are now selective  pre-emergents that do not affect grasses. 

If you plan to seed any parts of your lawn, to repair damage from winter or from our summer 

droughts, don’t apply a non-selective pre-emergent to those areas. This warning also applies to 

areas where you plan to plant vegetables and flowers. Apply on a calm day. A light fertilization 

of the lawn is all you’ll need. Fall fertilization is best. 

February 2018 

PICKAWAY TO GARDEN 

Get Out! 
 

By Paul Hang 

Get out, not the horror thriller movie, and not a command but something I tell myself. Call it a 

resolution if you will but I intend to get out more and do some gardening this winter and early 

spring. I figure that every hour I get my yard and garden ready for the growing season the less of 

a crunch I will feel come warmer weather. Keeping in mind the old adage “There is no bad 

weather just bad clothing,” when the weather allows I vow to get some things done that will 

make spring more enjoyable. 



In addition to the fresh air and exercise it will provide, doing a little on some days can add up. It 

seems like a good idea. Now is also a good time to wander about the yard and appreciate the 

beauty and interest we often overlook. Exfoliating bark, the structure of trees and shrubs, dried 

seed heads, abandoned nests now exposed, subtle color changes, these are just some of the 

rewards. Hardscape features such as walls, gates, pergolas, fences and trellises are exposed and 

repairs can be addressed. 

Probably the best chore to accomplish this time of year is pruning of shrubs and trees. (See the 

section on pruning below.) I won’t be “cleaning up” perennial stems and leaves; I’ll leave them, 

with their overwintering wildlife, larvae and eggs, until warm weather arrives. 

Other things that can be accomplished are taking notes of things to do, taking pictures, edging 

beds, preparing new beds, picking up sticks and debris, OK that’s enough. You get the idea. 

Anyway, that is my intention, to get out more. But for now it looks pretty muddy out there. 

Maybe I’ll wait until it dries out a bit. 

February is a good time to think about gardening. Planning and perusing seed catalogs, reading 

books on gardening are all activities we can do that do not depend on the weather. To garden 

knowingly use the internet. Be skeptical of how-to videos on social media such as You Tube and 

Facebook. Some are based on anecdotal information, some are hard to watch and some are just 

giving wrong advice. The best sources to consult are at sites that end in .edu. The Extension 

Services of state universities of Ohio and surrounding states are the best. 

Towards the end of the month look for signs of the coming spring, skunk cabbage sprouting, 

mourning cloak butterflies, birds sing more, return of male red-winged black birds. When you 

spot pallets of bagged mulch at gas stations you know spring is coming. 

Things to do in the garden: 

Not much. Check perennials for heaving up out of the ground. Press them down gently with your 

foot. Send in your seed orders. Will our results ever match those of the glossy color pictures? 

When you make out your seed and plant orders consider planting more native and heirloom 

plants and vegetables. Native plants are plants that evolved here and are adapted to our 

conditions, diseases and native pests. While you’re at it try googling the name of a flower you’re 

thinking about ordering. You will be able to see pictures and planting information.. 

This is the time to prune trees and shrubs (after you sharpen your tools). You can see their 

structure now that they are dormant and the leaves are down. Cut out crossing and rubbing 

branches and unwanted suckers. Pruning can be done to reduce the size of a tree or shrub to 

bring it in to balance or to remove overhanging branches blocking a view or path. Remember, 

spring flowering shrubs should be pruned after flowering if you want to enjoy the blooms, but 

giving up some blooms for necessary pruning for the long term health of the plant is a trade-off 

worth doing. Insects and disease are less likely to be attracted to cuts while trees are dormant. 



On smaller trees you may want to take care of problems yourself. On larger trees you should call 

in an expert to inspect and perhaps correct any problems. Arborists are in a slow time of year. 

The ground, if frozen, will not be damaged and compacted as much from equipment and crews. 

The Arbor Day Foundation recommends that you have Certified Arborists check any safety 

problems you may have noticed. To find them go to www.isa-arbor.com click on “Verify 

Certification” and then “Find an Arborist.” Most important, do not allow anyone to “top your 

trees.” Aside from their ugly appearance, topped trees have their future health and safety 

compromised. There are better ways to shorten a tree, if that’s what you want, than by topping 

them. A skilled and trained arborist knows how to do this. 

An old rule of pruning is, where you cut is where you will get growth. Cut off a branch leaving a 

stub and more branches will sprout from that spot. A process called apical dominance controls 

this process. If you know what you’re doing you can use this process to get the kind of growth 

you want. You can check out www.ohioline.osu.edu or www.arborday.org to get more 

information and tips on pruning. 

If you dug up bulbs for storage check on them. Spritz them with water to prevent drying out. 

Throw away any rotting or shriveled ones. Water any dormant or overwintering plants in your 

garage or basement. 

Some seeds can be started indoors this month for setting out in late March or early April, 

depending on the weather: onions, cabbage, cauliflower, and other members of the Cole family. 

The University of Minnesota has a good discussion; go to www.extension.umn.edu/garden 

/flowers/starting-seeds-indoors. Also Google Winter Sowing. There you will read how to use old 

plastic milk bottles to easily germinate some seeds. It is a good way to raise a lot of seedlings for 

planting “drifts,” those bands of like plants that wander serpentine through our flower beds. 

January 2018 

PICKAWAY TO GARDEN 

Howl 
 

By Paul J. Hang 

The full moon in January was called the Wolf Moon by Native Americans. The earliest 

Americans were probably referring to the hungry wolves that prowled and howled around their 

villages. At this time of year the family dogs just might join their ancient ancestors in this vocal 

ritual. I just might join them. 

This month the Wolf Moon is January first. I won’t be joining them because of the activities of 

the night before but to register my admiration and awe. There will be another full moon on the 

31
st
 which, by some definitions, makes it a Blue Moon. Both January moons will also be Super 

Moons because they are so close to the earth and will appear larger than usual. They will also be 

cold icy moons. I may also howl to state my wish that the moon’s partner the sun would hurry 

out of its southern home. 

http://www.isa-arbor.com/
http://www.ohioline.osu.edu/
http://www.arborday.org/
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden


I may howl because of the biting fangs of cold that the winter winds howl back at us. Howl 

because at this time of year the moon seemingly contributes about as much warmth as the sun. 

Howl at the realization that the shortest day has passed and these are the longest nights. Perhaps 

the wolves howl to drive the moon away and bring back the sun. Perhaps they are howling at the 

inequality of it all. Shouldn’t the sun and the moon have equal time? Perhaps we should join 

them. It can’t hurt. 

The Great Wheel of our solar system keeps on turning. And so, our thoughts turn to the future. 

Gardening has ceased now for a couple months and about now the urge to get back to the soil 

grows stronger. (Funny how appealing are the things that are out of reach.) We can get ready for 

renewed life come the warming. Call them resolutions if you must. The sun will eventually gain 

on the moon and we can all go out and howl our appreciation. 

Things to do in the garden: 

The list of things to do in the garden has gotten shorter. Things we can do about gardening can 

fill your idle hours, if you have any, are: Review last year's garden; draw a map while you can 

still remember what grew where. 

Check your supply of old seeds. Are they expired? Do you want to reorder that variety? Read 

your new seed catalogs and begin to plan next year's garden. It's not nearly as much work. Order 

seeds and plants of new varieties that you want now. They usually sell out quickly. Need some 

more catalogs? Go to gardeningplaces.com. 

Believe it or not, by the end of the month, you can begin to grow members of the Allium family 

(Onions, Leeks, Garlic and Shallots) from seed indoors. You can get ready by getting your seed 

starting supplies together. Make sure you provide plenty of light. 

Cut back on watering your houseplants and don’t fertilize until March or April when growth 

begins as the amount of light lengthens. When your poinsettias are looking ragged throw them on 

the compost heap. The same goes for paper whites. In my opinion it is not worth trying to get 

them to bloom again for the next holidays. If you like a challenge go ahead, but be prepared for 

disappointment. Amaryllis and Christmas cactus are exceptions and can be kept for re-blooming. 

Check the internet for instructions. 

Plan your gardens and plantings. One of my favorite guides for this is The Ohio Gardening 

Guide by Jerry Minnich. Need some more seed catalogs? Go to gardeningplaces.com. 

Establish a new bed by placing black plastic or several layers of newspaper, cardboard or even 

old carpet down over the area you’ve chosen for the new bed. Weight it down so the wind 

doesn’t disturb it. By late spring the vegetation under it should be dead and the space ready for 

planting. 

Learn to sharpen your tools, trowels, pruners, spades and if you are really adventurous, your 

mower blades. Oil them and use linseed oil on the wooden handles. It's always a good idea to 

consult the experts. Go on line and google it. 



Getting rid of a live Christmas tree? Don’t. Use it to serve as a wind break for evergreens, cut the 

branches off and use them as mulch for perennials, put them near your bird feeders as cover, 

decorate them with suet, fruit, seed cakes, as a bird feeder. Chip them eventually for mulch. The 

needles can also be mulch and will not make the soil too acidic. If you had a balled live tree plant 

it ASAP. 

Blue birds often begin nesting activities in February. Clean out your boxes, or put up one, to 

make ready. Everything you ever wanted to know about bluebirds and successfully attracting 

them is available at sialis.org 

January can be a time for planning, thinking about the year ahead. Don’t forget to check with 

OSU Extension websites such as ohioline.osu.edu when researching your ideas for the coming 

growing season. Study all those seed catalogs. Fantasize what your garden will look like. 

Start some of your plants from seed. Winter sowing is a method using plastic containers such as 

old milk bottles that is simple and you can do it anytime over the next couple months. Put 

“winter sowing” into your search engine (google it) and you can learn all about it. It is an 

inexpensive way to get lots of plants. 

 

 


