March/April 2026 edition

News from Pickaway County

4-H News & Notes

We sustain life.

A NOTE FROM THE EDUCATOR

Dear 4-H Advisor, Member and Family,

Welcome! Our 4-H year is well underway! This is the first newsletter of the year that is going out
to all 4-H families through e-mail. We will do the same with our May and June newsletters to help
members learn about the many resources and opportunities available to them in Pickaway and Ohio
4-H, and to share all information we have on Junior Fair related events. Please let us know of additional
ideas you have that can improve our 4-H members’ experiences.

Remember to “like” the Pickaway County, Ohio 4-H Youth Development Facebook page. That's
where we post information about new and upcoming opportunities and deadlines. Be sure to visit our
website at http://pickaway.osu.edu for more 4-H resources. Finally, 4-H families if you have a question
or request, please ask your club advisors or contact us! It is through the questions we receive, that we
determine where we can improve and make the best better. Happy Spring!

B & s

Joy Sharp, Extension Educator 4-H Youth Development
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2 Deadline project changes o 15 Communication Contest Entries Due
2 4-H Advisory Committee 15 Animal Possession Deadline*
4 Camp Counselor Training (see Requirements Book for Exceptions)
8 Jr. Fair Board meeting 15 Livestock Lease Agreements Due
10 Horse Advisors meeting 18 Jr. Fair Spring Tagging
19 County In-Person QA -RSVP required 20 Honor Club Points for QA Completion
21 Ohio 4-H Conference 22 Dog Work-out
24 County In-Person QA -RSVP required 26 Horse Work-out
25 Livestock/Sale committee
25 Dog Work-out May
28 Camp Counselor Training 1 QA Completion Deadline
1 Horse EquiStep Completion Deadline
April 1 Dog Registrations Due
1 County In-Person QA -RSVP required 1 Horse Registrations Due
1 Ohio State Fair Sr. Scholarships Due 1 Communication Contest
6 4-H Advisory Committee 2 QA Certificates Due to Extension
12 Jr. Fair Board meeting 2 Clothing Project Clinic
15 Camp Counselor Training 2 Cake Decorating Project Clinic


http://pickaway.osu.edu/

% County Information %

4-H CAMP AND COUNSELORS

Counselors for 2026 have been selected! Counselor
training will take place on March 4 and 28, April 15 and
May 20. Additional trainings will take place in June &
July. Congrats to the following 4-H members:

Levi Alphin
Maizy Barnes
Brycen Blair

Abby Baker
Mason Barnes
Josie Blair

Claire Bradbury Adalyn Brisker
Case Calder Austin Clark
Luciana Coon Abigail Daniels

Cameron Daniels

Hannah Daniels

Danny Darst Jacob Liston

Jack Mawhorr Tinley Maxson
Jocelyn McLaughlin Peyton McLaughlin
Davion Moran Camille Myers
Lane Myers Elijah Rose

Jett Sharp Danika Smith
Arjun Sreekanth Elaina Stephens
Maddex Stiver Abby Suntheimer
Sean Williams Ella Vanderpool
Megan Wolfe

Camp letters will be mailed to 4-H families by May 1.
Registrations will be taken through May 20 or until our
camp capacity is reached, whichever comes first. This
year we will host camp on July 9-12. Full-time
participation is expected. Camp is open to members
currently in third through eighth grade.

OFFICE & ADDRESS REMINDERS

If you mail an item to us, be sure to include the suite. Our
complete address is 110 Island Road, Suite B, Circleville
OH 43113. Our office is open from 8:00am-4:30pm. We do
not have an after-hours drop box. If you are unable to
come in during our regular office hours, give us a call to
see if anyone will be here on an evening to assist you.
When coming our way, we recommend utilizing the
upper parking lot and entering through the door at the
top of the ramp.

Be Sure to Like us on Facebook:
4-H:
Pickaway County, Ohio 4-H Youth Development

Junior Fair:
Pickaway County Fair Pickaway County Sale
Committee

DOG WORK-OUTS

We have worked with Dog Committee member Debbie
Rybinski to plan work-outs to assist our members taking
dog projects. Each work-out will take place in Heritage
Hall from 6:00-7:00 pm. 4-H members taking Dog
Obedience and Dog Showmanship projects are greatly
encouraged to attend! Work-outs are also open to
members with You & Your Dog projects. Dog Work-outs
with dogs will take place on March 25, April 22, and May
13. These work-outs instruct 4-H members on how to
work with their dogs, learn terminology, and learn how
to show their dogs in obedience and showmanship in
preparation for the county fair. Remember, all dogs must
be at least 6 months of age by time of show and must be
owned by the exhibitor or their immediate family.
Parents are asked to be present for work-outs. Exhibitors
should bring treats or a dog toy, and dogs should have a
properly fitted slip chain and leather lead. We hope our
dog exhibitors will take advantage of as many of these
opportunities as possible!

4-H CLOVERBUD RESOURCES

Looking for Cloverbud resources? Visit our website at
https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/cloverbuds to find a list of resources
available for check-out from our office, the Cloverbud
Connections newsletter, more than a dozen Cloverbud
video activities, and Click it, Print it, Do it! pages ready to
go for your next Cloverbud meeting.

CLOVERBUD ACTIVITIES

While most of our Cloverbud activities take place in the
club, we also have opportunities for Cloverbud
participation at the county level. They include:

e 4-H Pledge Event at our Communications Contest on
May 1. The Pledge category is a non-competitive fun
event with all Cloverbud members receiving
recognition. More information is attached to this
newsletter.

e Cloverbud Show ‘N Tell - will take place from 3:00-
6:00pm during Skillathon on June 12 & 15!

e Cloverbud activity at 10:00am each weekday of fair.
There is no registration for these activities. Youth
simply show up at 10:00am, participate in the
activity of the day, and receive a participation
ribbon. Parents are encouraged to stay close by
during the activity.
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CLINICS, CLINICS, AND MORE CLINICS!

This year we are excited to offer several clinics for
some of our popular projects including:

e Beginning Sewing

e Beginning Cake Decorating

e Horse Work-outs

e Quality Assurance y

e Dog Work-outs
Members enrolled in those projects will receive
direct emails with additional details. Many of these
clinics are coming up quickly so we have included a
flier in this newsletter with basic information and
sign-up links for many of the March and April
clinics. Registration for each clinic is due 7 days
prior to its program date.

4-H COMMUNICATIONS CONTEST

The 4-H Communication Contest will take place on
Friday, May 1 at 6:30 pm at Village Chapel in
Ashville. This is a great opportunity for 4-H
members to practice public speaking and show off
their club demonstration. Winners receive awards
and are recognized at the fair! All members are
already preparing a demonstration for their club,
let’s have a little fun, reward and recognition with
them! See the attached flier for contest categories
and additional information. A complete list of rules
can be found on our website. Entries and Marketing
items are due by 4:30 pm on April 15

4-H ANIMAL SCIENCE RESOURCES

Looking for 4-H animal resources? Go to ohio4h.org
for tons of information. Here are a few direct links
to information on most animal areas.

Livestock: https://ohio4h.org/livestock
Horses: https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse
Companion Animals: https://ohio4h.org/statewide-
programs/animal-sciences/companion-animals
- Dog: https://ohio4h.org/statewide-
programs/animal-sciences/dog

SKILLATHON KIT CHECK-OUT AND CD’S

To help with livestock education and to prepare kids
for Livestock Skillathon Judging, each year we allow
clubs to check-out Skillathon Kits. (As each kit runs
$500-$1000 to replace, we do not loan out to
families.) This year we will again check out kits for
a 24-hour period. Clubs must schedule the loan
ahead of time and return all posters and pieces in
an organized manner. Contact the Extension Office
to schedule a day for your club to borrow livestock
kits. Check-out is available through June 1.

Alternatively, each club received a Skillathon CD a
few years ago. The purpose of these CD’s is to assist
kids in preparing for skillathon and help us manage
kits being checked out. These CD’s are very
expensive and cost $600 to replace! Please be sure
you track your club’s CD and utilize it with your
members. If a club disbands, the CD is to be
returned to the Extension Office as it was purchased
by Pickaway County 4-H. Last year we purchased
additional CD’s for club’s that need to replace theirs
or would like an additional one. We are offering
them at a discounted price of $100. Each club may
purchase one CD via club check made out to OSU
Extension. We have also purchased DVD drives to
plug into computers that do not have a DVD drive.
Let us know if you need to check one out.

CLOVERBUD CONNECTIONS

4-H Cloverbud Connections is a website dedicated to
programming and opportunities for Cloverbud
members. It includes Click it, Print it, Do it
activities, ideas for working with Cloverbuds and
more. The site is searchable by key words and topic
to help readers find content. New posts are added
monthly and provide a unique blend of education,
activities, and fun to build and challenge 4-H
Cloverbud Volunteers teaching kindergarten
through second grade youth. Follow this link to visit
and enroll - http://u.osu.edu/cloverbudconnections/
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RESOURCES FOR POULTRY PROJECTS

While we do not have a poultry resource book, there
is a TON of great poultry information located on the
Ohio 4-H website. Videos and factsheets include
information for all types of poultry around the topics
of selection, anatomy, production, management,
housing, nutrition, health, breeding, and showing.

Go to https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/poultry.

OPA also has some great resources at:
https://www.ohiopoultry.org/Backyard-

Flocks/index.cfm. In 2018 the Pickaway 4-H
Committee purchased Storey’s Guide to Raising
Poultry and donated one to each 4-H club, the public
library, and the Extension Office for check out. Ask
your advisor for this resource to assist you with
questions about care and housing of poultry projects.

AVIAN INFLUENZA

4-H members with poultry should adhere to all
biosecurity practices. At this point, we do not have
any information about the impact that Avian
Influenza may have on exhibiting poultry projects at
our county fair. Remember that 4-H and fair are not
the same. A 4-H member completes their project by
raising it, completing the project book, and
completing Skillathon Judging. Exhibiting animals at
fair is not a 4-H requirement for completion. (But
yes! We all know that fair is the fun capstone for all
of our animal projects!) If you only exhibit poultry
and are concerned about exhibiting at fair, one
option is to add another project now, while that is
still an option. Contact us with questions!

OPEN DOG SHOW OPPPORTUNITY

The Patriotic Pioneers 4-H club is hosting a dog show
at the Pickaway County Fairgrounds at 10:00am on
April 19. This is a great opportunity for current
members to see what exhibiting dogs is all about
and/or to participate. Classes and information can be
found at https://forms.gle/BBpZXDAvDazKSUDX8

% State Opportunities %

OHIO BEEF EXPO & JUDGING CONTEST

The 2026 Ohio Beef Expo will take place on March
19-22. A judging contest will take place on March 19,
and a Quality Assurance training will take place on
March 20. More details can be found at:
https://www.ohiobeefexpo.com/schedule-events .

OHIO STATE FAIR LIVESTOCK INFO

The 2026 Ohio State Fair will take place July 29-
August 9. Most dog shows will take place July 19-21
and horse shows July 19-24, but most livestock shows
have been condensed to fit the actual state fair dates.
The updated schedule can be found at:
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-

involved/livestock/livestock-schedule

The Ohio State Fair has its own rules for each specie

area. Go to The State Fair website for rules,

ownership and possession deadlines for your specie

area. A few other items of note include:

e All livestock entries for OSF must be made on-
line by June 20.

e All horse entries are made by the exhibitor and
must be made on-line by noon on July 1. A 2026
negative Coggins test by July 1 is required.

Finally, a reminder about Junior Fair livestock. In
order to exhibit a junior show animal at the state fair,
a member must first take and complete that project
at the county level. The animal itself does not have
to be exhibited at the county fair but all other project
requirements must be met.
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Pickaway Junior Fair Information

FAIR BOOKS

The Pickaway County Fair Book will soon be posted
online at http://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/ Itisthe
responsibility of each exhibitor and their family to be
familiar with the ODA, Junior Fair, Livestock Sale, and
Specie rules. Classes and rules listed in the fairbook
will also assist exhibitors with their on-line Junior Fair
registrations which take place April 18-May 15. Like
last year, the Extension Office will print one fairbook
per club that advisors can pick up to assist their
members with rules and entries.

FAIR BOOTHS

All 4-H clubs must have a fair booth. All booths must
be free-standing and self-supporting, 8’ wide x 4’ deep
with a recommended height of 6’-8. Each club may
develop their own booth theme. Each non-livestock
project in your club must be represented in the booth.
Livestock projects may also be represented but are not
required.

Fair booths will be judged with awards given for 1st
through 5th place. See page 5 of the Requirements
book for specific judging information.

Security of club booths will be at the discretion of each
individual club. We recommend enclosing your booth
front (such as with lattice) or using decorations that
serve as a deterrent to curious onlookers.

Fair booths and their exhibits are not to be taken down
before Sunday, June 28 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. If you
have parents in charge of your fair booth, please be
sure they are aware of this!

DOG PACKETS

Information for dog projects and fair will be mailed to
all dog exhibitors in late March. Registration is due in
paper format by 4:30 pm on May 1. Please note that all
vaccinations must be completed by an accredited
veterinarian. This certification is also due by May 1.
Only dogs being shown in a 4-H class or Junior Fair
show are permitted on the fairgrounds and then only
for that event.

QUALITY ASSURANCE TRAINING

Quality Assurance training is required annually for all
Junior Fair exhibitors with market or lactating animals
including dairy cows and dairy goats. It is not required
for breeding or dairy beef feeder projects. Pickaway
4-H & FFA members may complete their QA training
on-line or in-person. Some livestock clinics offer OSU
approved QA as well. ALL QA training must be
completed by May 1. If you complete QA on-line or
attend QA outside the county, you are responsible to
submit your certificate to the Extension Office by May
2. Below are this year’s training options:

QUALITY ASSURANCE ON-LINE YQCA - $12:

YQCA is the on-line method of county training and is
also a requirement for national shows. Exhibitors
MUST complete for their age as of Jan 1, 2026.
Instructions for YQCA can be found at:
https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development. Email your completion certificate to
sharp.5@osu.edu or submit it to the Extension Office.
If you screenshot your certificate instead of
downloading it, Joy must be able to see the exhibitor’s
name, age of module completed and the certificate
number.

QUALITY ASSURANCE IN-PERSON - FREE:

Three in-person options will be offered. Registration is
required through the on-line link that will be emailed
to members by March 6. Registration is available until
7 days before each training or earlier if the training is
full. All participants must arrive by 6:15pm for check-
in. No late or un-registered participants will be
permitted.

In-person QA trainings will be offered for all market
and lactating livestock exhibitors on:
e Thursday, March 19 from 6:30-8:00pm at Westfall
Middle School
e Tuesday, March 24 from 6:30-8:00pm at Heritage
Hall
e Wednesday, April 1 from 6:30-8:00pm at
Circleville High School
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4-H AND JUNIOR FAIR SPONSORSHIPS

There’s still time to be a junior fair or 4-H sponsor.
Past sponsors received a letter in January from
Pickaway 4-H and Alicia Hall, who is working as our
Awards Coordinator this year. Due to the passing of
Dolores Shaeffer some items may look slightly
different including the contact email. If your club, a
family, or a business you know would like to become
a sponsor, email pickawayawards@gmail.com.
Sponsorship options can be a set dollar amount with
the money used where it is needed, or for a specific
award/award area and pay the amount for that award.
Many awards have an annual sponsor, so contact
Alicia for availability if you have a specific area you
want to sponsor. All sponsorship checks should be
made payable to the “Pickaway County 4-H
Committee”.

HORSE REGISTRATION FORMS

In late March all horse exhibitors will receive a
registration packet from their club advisor or in the
mail. As part of the registration, class choices and
COLOR photos are required. Please submit 4 photos;
one of each side, one front, and one of the rear of the
horse. When possible, the exhibitor should be visible
in the photo with their horse. Without these photos
we are unable to verify the horse as is required of us
by the state. Please remind your parents and
members to take and turn in color photos with their
registration forms. Horse registrations are due in a
printed format by 4:30 pm on May 1.

Horse exhibitors who would like to try-out for State
Fair may try out at up to 2 out-of-county shows.
(Pickaway County will NOT host a PAS show this
year.) PAS information will be included in the horse
registration packet. No horses will be permitted to
arrive late to the Pickaway County fair or to leave
early for a PAS or other show. All state fair horse
entries must be made online by Noon on July 1.

JUNIOR FAIR FUN NIGHT!

The Junior Fair Fun events will be two-fold this year
with the Outhouse Race on Monday night in front of
the Grandstand in coordination with the rodeo, and
additional fun activities for all youth on Thursday in
the arena areas. More details will be shared from the
Junior Fair Board in the coming months. We hope
your club will join in these fun activities!

SAFETY & ETHICS FOR HORSE EXHIBITORS

Annually, ALL horse members must complete the
equine safety and ethics program, EquiStep by May 1.
All horse registration forms will ask the member and
their parent to sign, certifying that they have
completed the program.

Instructions for the EquiStep training will be included
in the horse packet or members can use the link
below. Each member must complete individually and
have a certificate with their name.
https://osu.azl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_37Qjc2Wz
nHVx8Bo

SCRAPIE ID FOR SHEEP AND GOATS

ALL sheep and goats coming to the Pickaway County
Fair are required to have a scrapie ID. This includes
all breeding and all market sheep and goats
regardless of gender. Scrapie ID can be a tag for sheep
and a tag or tattoo for goats. The ID must come from
the breeder who has approved their scrapie ID
method with USDA as it identifies the animal back to
its original herd. All tattoos must be accompanied by
a registration certificate at the fair. Remind your
members about this requirement so they may be sure
their animals have ID’s before they take possession.

RABBIT REMINDERS

Breeding Rabbits must be tattooed prior to fair and by
May 15. This can be done by the member, breeder, an
advisor, veterinarian, etc. Breeding Rabbit tattoo ID
is required for on-line fair entries that are due by May
15
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POULTRY REMINDERS

Exhibitors must ID/band their own
production/exhibition poultry and include that ID
number on their online fair registration. Market
poultry will be banded at the fair.

POULTRY PULLORUM REQUIREMENTS

The following applies to all poultry with the
exception of ducks/geese: Poultry must be pullorum
free. It is recommended that poultry comes from a
pullorum free flock and accompanied by a 9-2 or 9-3
NPIP form that certifies that. If ordering birds, either
in-state or out-of-state, be sure to get this form so you
do not have to pay for testing. Local businesses do
have the form available, but you must ask for it!
Certification is good for one year so if you are
bringing older poultry, they will need to be re-tested
each year before fair. Exhibitors must submit a copy
of the required paperwork at fair check-in. Be sure to
write the exhibitor’s name on the form.

If you are unable to get a 9-2 or 9-3 form, you must do

the following:

e For poultry born in-state - For market and
breeding chickens, contact a certified pullorum
tester to have your birds tested. We have a
certified tester in our county, so give us a call if
you need their contact information. For turkeys
contact a veterinarian to have your turkeys blood
tested. For turkeys, do not wait until the last
minute to have this done as the results take 2
weeks. Amanda Animal Hospital is a local vet
who will blood test turkeys.

e For poultry born out-of-state - the hatchery is
required to provide the forms to ship across state
lines.

UPDATES FROM LIVESTOCK/SALE COMMITTEE,
AND SENIOR FAIR BOARD MEETINGS

The Junior Fair show schedule has a few updates and
time changes. Hand-outs for all 4-H families with fair
updates and a full schedule was included with club
packets and is located online. Items of note:

e Reminder: “No leasing of market animals is
permitted in Junior Fair shows.”

e Reminder: DUNF is required for all market,
lactating, dairy beef feeder, and beef feeder
animals.

e Animals tagged for market cannot also be
utilized for breeding projects.

e NEW: Breeding rabbit exhibitors may have one
entry per age class per breed.

e NEW: Exhibition chickens and exhibition ducks
will show by breed. There will be no age groups
so hens, pullets, layers, fancy will all show
together regardless of age. Exhibitors may enter
one pen per breed.

e Reminder: market poultry (turkeys, ducks,
chickens) may be males or females.

e Spring Tagging will take place April 18 from
8:00-9:00 am for dairy beef feeders and 9:00 am-
11:00 am for market hogs, market lambs, and
market goats. Information will be emailed
directly to these members.

e Each member will register their livestock
(except horses and dogs) for Pickaway County
Junior Fair on-line between April 18 & May 15.
Instructions will be emailed in early April.

e ALL ANIMALS MOVE IN ON SATURDAY except

breeding rabbits.
FAIR WEIGHT REMINDERS
Dairy Beef Feeder =~ 350-650#
Beef Feeder 350-650#
Market Steer min 1000#
Market Goats min 50#
Market Hogs 215-300#
Market Lambs min 90#
Market Chickens min 10# (pen of 2)*
Market Ducks min 13# (pen of 2)
Market Turkeys min 20# for toms or hens*

Market Rabbits 3-6#



98%%%%%%% %%%3@%%%%%% %ae 9@%@%%%%%38 %a@%&@%%ae%%% %a@

PICKAWAY 4-H
COMMUNICATION CONTEST

This contest includes demonstrations and marketing entries for project aged members and the 4-H pledge for
Cloverbuds. The event will take place on Friday, May 1 at 6:30pm at Village Chapel, 30 Circleville Ave,
Ashville. Categories will be split into different rooms with their own judges. One awards presentation will take
place together at the conclusion. Marketing Division is pre-judged with awards presented at the contest. No
animals, firearms, or bows are permitted.

2026 Categories Include:
Demonstration/lllustrated Talk — without technology, 5-8 minutes
e Junior Individual: 3" grade/age 8-10
e Junior Team: 3™ grade/age 8-10

Demonstration/lllustrated Talk — with or without technology, 5-8 minutes
Intermediate Individual: Ages 11-13

Senior Individual: Age 14 and up

Intermediate Team: Ages 11-13

Senior Team: Age 14 and up

Marketing Division:

e Junior 4-H Thank You Card without computer or scrapbooking tools: Age 8-10
Junior 4-H Thank You Card with computer or scrapbooking tools: Age 8-10
Intermediate 4-H Winter Holiday Card without computer or scrapbooking tools: Age 11-13
Intermediate 4-H Winter Holiday Card with computer or scrapbooking tools: Age 11-13
Senior 2-4 minute 4-H Infomercial promoting 4-H: Age 14 and up

Cloverbuds: (County only category.)
e Each Cloverbud will recite the 4-H pledge.
o Cloverbuds will be in a separate room with their parents and other Cloverbuds.
¢ All Cloverbud participants will be recognized.

To Enter:
1. Rules and entry forms will be available at: https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/forms-and-documents
2. Completed entry forms are due by April 15.
3. For Marketing entries, please mail or deliver them to OSU Extension, 110 Island Road, Suite B,
Circleville, OH 43113. Marketing entries are due with registration forms by April 15.

Rosettes, certificates, and cash prizes will be given to the top winners in each demonstration
and marketing category. All Cloverbuds will receive an award ribbon.
Good luck!
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Pick
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away 4-H Spring

Clinics

14 £ ‘:

Beginning Cake
Decorating Clinic

Learn about project
requirements and supplies
and practice basic skills.

May 2
1:00pm-3:00pm
Pickaway Extension Office

www.go.osu.edu/pickawaycake
clinic

Quality Assurance
Training

Open to all 4-H members
taking market or lactating
projects. Limited to 80
participants at each.

March 19
6:30-8:00pm
Westfall Middle School
(arrive at 6:15pm)

https://qgo.osu.edu/2026

Quality Assurance
Training

Open to all 4-H members
taking market or lactating

pickaway qa

projects. Limited to 80
participants at each.

March 24
6:30-8:00pm
Heritage Hall

(arrive at 6:15pm)

https://go.osu.edu/2026

PiCk(]

pickaway ga

May 2
9:OOarn.11;ooc"n
Way Extension Office

Quality Assurance
Training

Open to all 4-H members
taking market or lactating
projects. Limited to 80
participants at each.

April 1
6:30-8:00pm
Circleville High School
(arrive at 6:15pm)

https://qgo.osu.edu/2026

pickaway qa
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