2026 Junior Fair edition

News from Pickaway County

Junior Fair News & Notes

We sustain life.

A NOTE FROM THE EDUCATOR

This week is the kick-off of a lot of Junior Fair items. Skillathon takes place June 12
and 15, King/Queen Interviews are June 17, and the Pickaway County Fair starts in just 18
days. Please read this newsletter; read the online fairbook; and then ask questions! Of course,
you need to complete your project books, work with your animals, set up your club booth, and
get ready for a great week at the Pickaway County Fair!

B & s

Joy Sharp, Extension Educator 4-H Youth Development
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VISIT THE FAIR WEBSITE

Skillathon Judging

Junior Fair Board Work Day The Pickaway County Fair website is your go to place
Fairgrounds closed to all but advisors for all things Fair. The link below will assist you with
King/Queen Interviews information for each specie, pen sizes, move-in,
Equipment and tack set up paperwork requirements, sale information, and
Booth set up much more. We are including an overview of that
Animal Move-in - ALL but breeding information in this newsletter but it is each family’s
rabbits responsibility to check the website and the fairbook
Wristband and Back Tag pick up 12:00- and be familiar with their requirements. Informed
4:00pm exhibitors result in a fun fair week®@.
4:00 All Exhibitor Meeting (NEW) http://www.pickawaycountyfair.org

5:00 Horse Exhibitor meeting
Pickaway County Fair



http://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/

Pickaway Junior Fair Information

SKILLATHON HELP NEEDED

Thank you to those who have volunteered for Livestock
Skillathon Judging on June 12 and June 15. If you are
working the 9:30am-2:30pm shift, please arrive at
9:30am. If you are working the 2:00pm-7:00pm shift,
please arrive at 2:00pm. We still need a few helpers on
Monday, June 15! If you can assist, simply contact the
Extension Office at 740-474-7534 to sign up. 4-H
committee sponsors lunch/dinner for all volunteers as
a thank you for their assistance

LIVESTOCK SKILLATHON JUDGING

Skillathon Judging will take place on Friday, June 12
and Monday, June 15. Members should make every
attempt to come during their club’s scheduled time.
(Early Judging is June 3.) No Skillathon Judging will
take place after 7:00 pm June 15.

What to expect: There are three parts to Livestock
Skillathon Judging:

1. Skill Stations on computer - typically parts, two
other areas such as medication insert or
conformation. (no breeds for 2026 &

2. Interview - members sit down with a judge to
discuss their projects, animals, and complete a
hands-on skill station. Remember to dress in a
neat clean manner. No sports uniforms are
permitted for judging, shows, or sales.

3. Project book review - members must bring to
Skillathon a completed project book for each
animal project area. Each year requires a new
project book except in the case of #174
Beginning Horse Management which is a 3-
year book. There are four videos on our 4-H
Facebook page to assist you with your record
books. We put a very strong emphasis on
project book work with project books making
up 35% of a member’s Skillathon grade! Books
must be complete to the week of Skillathon for
Junior Fair eligibility.

Websites for practice: The following websites offer
practice on lots of areas about livestock projects:

e http://www.geauga4h.org/skillathon.htm

e https://www.extension.iastate.edu/animalu/

e https://rabbittutor.com (for rabbits)

SHOW CLOTHES CLOSET

Do you have used show clothes in good condition that
you would be interested in passing on to another 4-
H/FFA member in need? Kids grow like the proverbial
weed, so let’s help each other out by sharing. We will
have an area at Skillathon where families can drop off
jeans, show shirts, jackets or boots, and browse
through items that might work for their children. We
already have several items and hope everyone will
donate or take and use items as needed.

IMPORTANT ITEMS FROM THE LIVESTOCK & SALE
COMMITTEE:

FAIR ENTRIES CHECKPOINT

At Skillathon, the Livestock/Sale committee will offer
one last chance to verify fair entries including
showmanship. Please be sure you do this for each of
your children. Each entry added has a fee of $25, this
excludes showmanship entries. No entries may be
made after the first Saturday of the fair.

DOWNLOAD THE SALE COMMITTEE APP

With all of the forms, logins and deadlines, the Sale
committee has a centralized location where everything
can easily be found. On their "app" you can find the fair
book, schedule, sale intentions form, DUNF form,
show and sale catalogs, buyer registration and more!
Download it at:
https://www.jotform.com/app/221504920702142

Please note that you cannot find this app in your phone's
app store- only by using the link above. Use your phone
and at the prompt add it to your home screen. The Sale
Committee is a group of volunteers doing great things!

PICKAWAY CO. FAIR
SALE
COMMITTEE

PCFLivestock&...



http://www.geauga4h.org/skillathon.htm
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/animalu/
https://rabbittutor.com/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.jotform.com/app/221504920702142__;!!KGKeukY!0G8xh0m46nb2hrhU1OaU7_-TotILIx9uf9sCnwc8CEwCdYmtYiHD4dUkPPQaL3cmyKW_tpM5EUARMKo4h1w1E56_Rw$
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PEN ASSIGNMENTS BY ADVISQRS*****

Same as last year, Jr. Fair specie committees will assign
pens in each barn by club. New pen tags will be placed
on each pen but will not have individual member
assignments. Advisors are asked to make exhibitor pen
assignments for their club members and put member
names on the pen tags. This will assist in getting the
right family members together, as well as helping
families know where to set up on Thursday and Friday
before fair. Club assignments will be posted by
Tuesday, June 16 at 9pm. The livestock barns will open
on Wednesday, June 17 at noon to advisors only so
they can mark their clubs pen tags. Please do not move
or exchange pens with other clubs!

DRUG USE NOTIFICATION FORMS

Drug Use Notification Forms are required for:

e Market: steers, goats, swine, sheep, poultry, &

rabbits

e Lactating: dairy cows and goats.

e Feeders: both Beef and Dairy
DUNF’s are completed on-line. You must complete a
DUNF for each market or lactating animal you are
bringing to fair. Because DUNF’s are about certifying
your animal is drug free at the fair, the form will not go
live until Thursday, June 18. The form must be
completed at least one hour before your animal is
weighed in at the fair. Market rabbit, market poultry
and beef feeders who receive their ID at the fair, can
find their assigned ID on the Sale Committee App so
that they can also complete the DUNF before fair
begins. (those animals will still receive their ID at fair
during weigh-in) Use the Pickaway Sale Committee
“App” link to access the DUNF form:
https://www.jotform.com/app/221504920702142

DRESS CODE REQUIREMENT

There is a dress code requirement for junior fair that
is different from open shows. Ball caps and sports
uniforms are never permitted.

e Livestock exhibitors - for shows & sale must wear
long pants, collared shirts with no midriff
showing, and no open toes shoes or ball caps.

e Special Interest project and Skillathon judging
participants may wear shorts and open toed
shoes, no midriff may be showing.

BOOTH PROJECT CARDS

We have booth project cards for non-livestock
projects. These are NOT the same as the cards that will
be used in the barns. These booth cards are not
required but are a nice way to label projects in your
booth. Advisors that would like these booth cards
brought to Skillathon should email
lemaster.158@osu.edu by June 10.

BOOTH SET UP

Booth set up takes place from Thursday, June 18-
Saturday, June 20. Items may be delivered (no parking
please) to Heritage Hall by vehicle drop off on
Thursday and Friday but must be carried in on
Saturday so please plan accordingly. Every non-
livestock project must be represented in the club
booth. No items may be removed from booths until
Sunday, June 28 from 9:00am-4:00pm

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AG JUNIOR FAIR RULES

ODA governs Jr. Fairs. A complete set of their rules are
in the Pickaway County Fair Book. We want to make
special note of the more recent rules. It is each family’s
responsibility to know and follow the rules. The full set
of rules is at:  https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-
administrative-code/chapter-901-19.

e Exhibition Drug Legal requires that livestock
have only been administered an approved drug
for which the withdrawal time has elapsed and
met tolerance, have not been administered an
unapproved drug, and do not contain an
unlawful substance.

e All livestock must be exhibition drug legal prior
to the start of their show.

e DUNTF are binding legal agreements. Errors in
drug withdrawal will result in disqualification
from fair.

o Livestock treated at fair must remain Exhibition
Drug Residue Legal

e Ownership rules include showing of animals.
Another exhibitor may only exhibit your animal
for you if you are showing another of your
animals in Junior Fair at the same time.

e Chiropractic, Magnawave, appliances, ice packs,
wet towels, etc are not permitted.



https://www.jotform.com/app/221504920702142
mailto:lemaster.158@osu.edu
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-901-19
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-901-19
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FAIR STUFF MOVE-IN - “EVERYTHING BUT YOUR
ANIMAL”

We encourage everyone to move in everything but
their animals on Thursday, June 18 and Friday, June
19 from 8:00am-9:00pm. This results in a much more
organized and quicker move in day on Saturday! NOTE:
Market rabbits will be in the west end of the Swine
Barn. All poultry will be in the Small Animal Barn.

ANIMAL MOVE-IN

Animals moving in on Saturday, June 20:

e 8:00am-10:00am - Poultry & weigh
8:00am-11:00am - Sheep, Goats, Hogs & Cattle
12:00-2:00pm - Rabbits & weigh
12:00-4:00pm - Horses, Llamas and Alpacas
Animals coming in on Sunday, June 21:

e Noon-1:00pm - Breeding Rabbits (must leave

by one hour after show is complete)

*Lactating Dairy must arrive by 11am on show day.
Follow the livestock route posted on the Pickaway
County Fair website (very tiny image below). Once you
have unloaded your animal, you must move your
trailer. Rabbits and poultry exhibitors, other than
turkeys, are asked to park in the parking lot and carry
your animals to their barn.

Horses

Hogs/Goats/Sheep

LIVESTOCK MEETINGS AND WEIGH-IN

NEW this year, individual specie meetings are being
replaced with one overall exhibitor meeting on
Saturday, June 20 at 4:00pm in Heritage Hall. All
exhibitors, both market and breeding should attend so
you are informed as we kick off fair week. (Horses will
still have a 5:00pm barn meeting and horse check.)

For weigh-ins, no one will be allowed in the barns
during weigh-in until your club is called. This includes
swine, beef, goats, and sheep. For animals that weigh
as they arrive, they may not be penned until they have
been weighed.

e Poultry-8-10:00am weigh, 4:00pm meeting

e Rabbits-12-2:00pm weigh, 4:00pm meeting
e Cattle-2:00pm weigh, 4:00pm meeting

e Sheep & Goats- 3:00pm weigh, 4:00meeting
e Mkt Hogs-4:00pm meeting, 6:00pm weigh

EXHIBITOR WRISTBANDS

Each Exhibitors must pick up their wristband and
backtag on Saturday, June 20 from 12:00-4:00pm in
Heritage Hall. Exhibitors will need to put the
wristband on before leaving the table. Please plan
enough time to complete this before the 4:00pm
meeting.

We appreciate that our Senior Fair Board gives our
members the opportunity for free admission to the
fair! Parents and Advisors may purchase fair passes
online until June 20 or can purchase an Ag Society
Membership which includes a weekly pass in-person
until June 20. More information can be found on their
website at: http://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/



http://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/
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POULTRY PULLORUM REQUIREMENTS

All Poultry must arrive and check in on Saturday,
June 20 from 8:00-10:00 am at the Small Animal
Barn. Market birds weigh as they arrive. All
exhibitors with market or breeding chickens and
market or breeding turkeys must have Pullorum
paperwork to turn in. Pullorum papers must have
the exhibitor’s name and type of poultry written
clearly on the top of the paper. We have a local
tester. Please let us know if you need their contact
info. We are nearing the deadline for her to get to
you.

A note for turkey exhibitors: Turkey’s will be
housed in the Small Animal Barn in the gated hog
pens. We know on show day it takes time to get your
turkey from the barn to the arena. Please plan
accordingly.

SCRAPIE ID FOR SHEEP AND GOATS

All sheep and goats are required to have a scrapie
ID regardless of whether they are a market or
breeding animal. A representative from ODA will
be at fair to check for Scrapie ID compliance. If your
animal’s Scrapie ID is a tattoo, you must have their
registration form with you. Scrapie ID was also
asked for on their Junior Fair on-line entry.

RABBITS

Breeding Rabbits must be tattooed prior to fair and
their online registration. Market Rabbits are

marked during fair weigh-in with a permanent
marker.

Breeding Rabbits will not be housed at the fair.
When they arrive for their Sunday show, there will
be space beside the arena in Heritage Hall to stage
them. For both market and breeding rabbits, please
have a carrier for your rabbit on weigh-in and show
days. A wire rabbit carrier is the correct choice!
This will help keep your rabbit clean and as cool as
possible. Do not use a bucket as a carrier!

PUREBRED BARROWS

Registration papers for purebred barrows must be
turned in at the scales from 3:30-4:00pm on
Saturday, June 20.

CLEAN PENS/AISLES

Clean your pens and sweep the barn aisles! We are
so very proud of our fair facility, and we serve as a
representative for agriculture while we are at the
fair. PLEASE keep your livestock pen clean. In
addition, we ask that clubs and families make it a
point to sweep the barn aisleways and help us
present a great image! All pens must be cleaned
daily by 9:00am

HORSE PATTERNS

Horse patterns are posted on the Pickaway
Extension website under 4-H and then horses. Go
to:  https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-
youth-development/horse-project-information

PRACTICE TIME IN THE SHOW PAVILION

During the fair everyone is looking for time to
practice with their animal in the show ring. To assist
with this, a practice schedule for the Show Pavilion
will be posted for exhibitors with horses, cattle,
llamas and alpacas. Thank you!

WASHRACKS FOR CATTLE & HORSES

Another item that is shared during fair is the
washrack behind the cattle barn. Washracks to the
right will have priority for cattle, while washracks
to the left (toward the horse barn) will have priority
for horses. Horse exhibitors are asked not to use the
washracks on Wednesday when cattle are
preparing for their show.



https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/horse-project-information
https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/horse-project-information
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JUNIOR FAIR BOARD UPDATES

This group has worked hard to prepare for this year’s
fair. We hope you will support them by attending their
events such as the King/Queen contest, Showman of
Showmen contest, Cloverbud activities, Stock the
Trailer and the Junior Fair Fun Events.

Applications for the 2027 Junior Fair Board will be
available starting fair week. Applications are due by
September 15.

STOCK THE TRAILER

Help Jr Fair Board Stock the Trailer! This contest
between all Jr. Fair Boards state-wide, benefits our
own local food banks. Items may be brought to
Skillathon or to the fair. During fair, the trailer will be
located along the fence near Gate D, which is the main
entrance by the horse barn.

FAIR OPENING AND JR. FAIR ROYALTY

Kick off fair right by joining us on Sunday, June 21 at
6:30 pm. The evening will kick off at the Amphitheater
with the official opening of the Pickaway County Fair
followed by the cake/pie & quilt auction and the Junior
Fair King and Queen Contest. The 2026 Junior Fair
Princess will be introduced, and the Pickaway 4-H
Heart and Service Award winners will be revealed.

JUNIOR FAIR FUN EVENTS

The Junior Fair Board has two activities planned for all

4-H and FFA members. Please encourage your club to

participate in all the fun!

1. The Outhouse Race will take place on June 22 at
6:30 pm on the track. Rules, details and the
registration form, can be found at:
https://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/fair/jrfair.ht
ml.

2. Fun Night will take place on June 25 in the Show
Pavilion at 6:30pm with games and fun!

CLOVERBUD ACTIVITIES

Lots of fun activities have been planned for Cloverbud
members! We hope to have a lot of Cloverbuds join us
for the following events:

1. CLOVERBUD SHOW ‘N TELL - This event will take
place each day of Skillathon from 3:00-6:00pm.
Cloverbuds simply show up, meet with Junior Fair
Board members and share about something they
did or learned as a Cloverbud this year. There is no
need to sign up or to bring anything. If Cloverbuds
have an item or a Cloverbud book they want to
share, they are welcome to, but it is not required.
All Cloverbuds who participle will receive a special
4-H ribbon.

2. CLOVERBUD OF THE DAY COLORING CONTEST -
Jr Fair Board is once again hosting a Cloverbud of
the Day Coloring Contest. All 4-H Cloverbuds are
eligible to enter. Simply print and complete the

sheet

https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-

coloring found online at:

youth-development/cloverbuds or pick one up at
the Extension Office or at Skillathon. Submit the
completed sheet to the Extension Office by June

15. The Junior Fair Board will randomly draw 5
coloring sheets. Those five winners will be
assigned one day at the fair where they will be the
Cloverbud of the Day. They are asked to be at the
fair on their day, attend the Cloverbud activity at
10:00 am, and will be introduced at a livestock
show. Winners will be notified prior to fair and
should attend the opening ceremonies on June 21
where they will be introduced and receive their
Cloverbud of the Day sash.

3. CLOVERBUD DAILY FUN AT THE FAIR -
Cloverbud activities will take place at 10:00 am on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. All activities will take place in the Activity
Tent outside of Heritage Hall. Cloverbuds will
receive a special ribbon each day they complete
the activity.



https://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/fair/jrfair.html
https://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/fair/jrfair.html
https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/cloverbuds
https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/cloverbuds

Pickaway Junior Fair Information - 6

4-H PROJECT JUDGING SCHEDULES

4-H project judging takes place on Wednesday and
Thursday of fair with Style Review on Thursday
evening. Each project and club is assigned a specific
time. Please review the  schedules at:
https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/pickaway-county-fair

ROCKET LAUNCH

Members exhibiting Rocket projects will be judged in
Heritage Hall from 9:00-11:30 am on June 24 according
to the schedule posted. All members with rocket
projects will then meet on the track in front of the
Grandstand at 1:00 pm for the Rocket Launch.

LIVESTOCK JUDGING CONTEST

Join us in Heritage Hall at 5:00 pm on Thursday, June
25 for one of my favorite activities! Livestock Judging
gives youth the opportunity to experience the other
side of the show ring. All youth age 9-18 are welcome.
Sign up will take place at 4:00 pm with results at 7:00
pm. Cost and additional information will be posted at
the fair.

A FEW IMPORTANT ITEMS

e Anytime we are around animals and lots of people,
we are encouraged to wash our hands often and
use hand sanitizer.

e Only zip ties may be used to hang signs and other
items. No tape is permitted.

e NO PETS on the fairgrounds, in the barns, or
arenas. This includes set up days.

e Helpful websites:

o Pickaway County Fair Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Pickaway-County-
Fair-159406370753299/

o Pickaway County Fair
http://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/

e Both Pee Wee and Over-the-Hill Hog
Showmanship will take place on Friday
immediately following the 8:30am Swine
Bred/Born/Raised show.

website:

LIVESTOCK SALE

The complete Livestock Sale rules and official wording

is in the fairbook but here is a synopsis:

e Take Home Market Animals: If an exhibitor
wishes to take a market animal home and not sell
it through the sale ring, they must complete a Take
Home form on Sunday, June 21 from 4:00 pm-5:30
pm in the Livestock & Sale Office in Heritage Hall.
NEW, this can also be completed online by
Sunday June 21 at 5:30 pm. Cost is $25 per animal.

e Sale Intentions: A sale intention lets the Sale
Committee know which market animal you will be
selling through the ring. Exhibitors can sell one
animal through the ring. Even if you have just one
animal, you must make a sale intention for that
animal. Sale intentions are made online no later
than 10:00pm Thursday, June 25. We encourage
exhibitors to make their intentions immediately
following their final market show. The link to
make intentions is on the Sale Committee App.

e Market shows are “partial terminal”. This means
Grand and Reserve animals MUST SELL. The sale
is a terminal sale.

e Animals go through the sale ring with exhibitors.

e There is a dress code for all judgings, shows and
sales. Sports uniforms are not permitted!

e Buyers walk through the barns before the sale. Be
sure your pens and animals are clean and show all
the work you have put into your project!

e Sale placards are given to buyers as recognition of
purchasing an animal. One placard per animal is
provided free of charge. Each club should pick up
and distribute their club’s placards to their
members on Friday of fair. Members then give the
placard to their buyer after they go through the
sale ring. Exhibitors may purchase additional
placards if needed.



https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/pickaway-county-fair
https://pickaway.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/pickaway-county-fair
https://www.facebook.com/Pickaway-County-Fair-159406370753299/
https://www.facebook.com/Pickaway-County-Fair-159406370753299/
http://www.pickawaycountyfair.org/
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ANIMAL RELEASE TIMES

Never take an animal out at a time other than its

official release time! Market animals and dairy beef

feeders that do not have proper Take Home

paperwork must go on a packer truck. This includes

over and underweight animals.

e Take Home hogs - released Sat. 6:30-8:00am

e Breeding animals and all other Take Home
animals - released Friday 6-9:00am

e Horses, llamas and alpacas - released Saturday,
June 27 11pm-lam and Sunday, June 28 from
8am-noon.

SALE CHECK DISTRIBUTION

This year checks for the sale of livestock will not be
mailed. Exhibitors will be responsible to pick-up
checks. Pick-up dates will be: August 22 from
8:00am-12:00 noon and August 26 from 5:00-
7:00pm. Your buyer must have paid in order for
your check to be picked up. Buyer information will
be released with the checks.

Fight the Hunger

STOCK THE TRAILER

Presented By

FINAL PEN CLEAN-OUT

In addition to pens being cleaned daily, all pens
must be cleaned out at the end of fair. Pens not
cleaned out will be assessed a $50 fine per pen.

e Cattle: June 28 by noon

e Goats: June 28 by noon

e Horses: June 28 by 9:00 pm

e Llama/Alpacas: June 28 by 6:00pm

e Poultry: June 28 by 9:00 am

e Rabbits: June 28 by 9:00 am

e Sheep: June 28 by noon

e Swine: June 28 at 5:00 pm

arimcRrebDIT

MID-AMERICA

Please help Junior Fair Board Stock the Trailer!! The Stock the Trailer event, sponsored by Farm Credit
Mid-America, is a contest between county fairs to collect food for our own local food pantries. The county
with the most food collected, measured by weight, at the conclusion of their county fair will win a
monetary donation for their Junior Fair Board. Last year we had 1400 1bs of donations. The winning group
had over 10,000 Ibs! Any club, chapter, family or individual attending the county fair can participate by
bringing non-perishable food and placing it in the trailer that will be located near Gate D, which is the
main walk-in entrance by the horse barn. Donations can also be dropped off during Skillathon Judging.

Please help spread the word and Stock the Trailer! Thank you!!




